
Top High School Fundraising Ideas 

Student vs Faculty Basketball Game 
Student vs Faculty basketball games are always fun for both teachers and students. The basketball 
team can play against a team of teachers and faculty and put on a show for the whole school! 
You can set the entrance fee at $5 to $10. This fundraiser is not only really easy to organize, but can 
also bring in a lot of money. 
 
Many schools across the country have thrown this fundraiser with great success. Typing in “student 
vs faculty basketball game” in Google brings up thousands of results of schools doing it all over the 
country.  
 
By successfully throwing this your first year, you can set it up to be an annual event so that it is 
something that your entire school looks forward to year after year. 

Talent Show Fundraiser 
Advertising for the Big Event 
Use any channel of advertising you can get your hands on to promote this event. School 
newsletters, local papers, church bulletins are all great ways to get the word out. If you can 
advertise early enough, you can build up the anticipation, drawing an even bigger crowd to 
your event. Also, don’t forget to give yourself enough time for auditions, securing the 
venue, getting local sponsors, etc. Rushing any of these or not giving yourself enough time 
to prepare can easily be avoided by good planning. 
 
Auditions: Open up auditions to anyone and everyone. Closing off or limiting the talent show 
will only decrease event moral and limit your reach of talented individuals. 
 
Venue: Be sure to secure a venue large enough to accommodate the expected audience 
size. One good idea is to wait until you’ve gotten a good survey of people that would 
potentially want to come to the event, and add ~10 people to that, in case of late additions. 
If you’re uncertain of the turnout, it is always much better to secure a larger venue than 
playing it safe and securing a smaller venue. Even if you have a very large room for only 30 
or so audience members, you can always group the chairs together to make it seem more 
intimate. 
 
Local Sponsors: You can always try talking to local businesses to see if they would like to 
help sponsor the event in exchange for an advertisement banner placement at the event, or 
even a “shout out” during the event itself. When talking to them, let them now that any 
amount of money will help, which will help encourage them to potentially become a 
sponsor. 
 
Fundraising: A bulk of the fundraising amount will come from ticket sales, so be sure you 
market and advertise as much as you can. Charge a price you feel will draw the most 
amount of people, but at the same time, will be enough to make this into a great fundraiser. 
At the event, you can try making extra money by providing snacks and refreshments (akin 
to a movie theater showing!) You can also videotape the event and sell copies to audience 
members (take down interested patron’s contact information throughout the event). 
 
 
 



Competition 
Award prizes based on different categories, and one grand prize to an overall “best” 
performer. This will help you make this into an annual event, which will only help you in the 
long run! 

 
Rubber Duck Race Fundraiser: 

The rubber duck race fundraiser is a really great fundraiser that can be thrown year after 
year. Participants look forward to events like these year after year, and each year adds on 
from the year before due to the added publicity and word-of-mouth buzz. 
 
Basics of a Rubber Duck Race Fundraiser: 
Rubber ducks are sold to entrants who then write their contact information on each duck 
they choose to purchase. Make sure that the contact information is written with permanent 
marker. Test some under running water to be sure that the names/contact information does 
not rub off. 
 
At the day of the event, the ducks are placed on a river or a pond. With a preset “finish line” 
in place, the duck that reaches it first is the winner! 
 
Be sure that: 1) You test out to see that the ducks are indeed able to get to the finish line 
(no branches/logs that obstruct the path completely) and that you obtain the necessary 
permissions or permits from a city official before the event. 
 
To make the event more interesting, you can try placing “obstacles” that trap some ducks, 
so that those in front are not always guaranteed to win! 
 
As for prizes, it is a good idea to offer a 2nd place and a 3rd place prize as well, so that 
there isn’t only one winner. Prizes can be donated from local businesses in exchange for 
sponsorship. 
 
Making this fundraiser as a community event is crucial to its success. Invite friends and 
family to the event and make it a city-wide competition. You can use local newspapers, 
radio stations, school and church bulletin boards to build up anticipation prior to the event. 
Having nice prizes would also draw more attention from more people. 
 
Having local sponsors sponsor this event monetarily or with supplies should be relatively 
easy. Simply explain to them the fundraiser as well as the potential reach they have in the 
community. Invite the local television stations to cover the event to help build a stronger 
reputation for the following years. The key to the event is also to make it as festive and fun 
as possible. Helium filled balloons and streamers are cheap but very effective in making any 
venue look more lively. Having food and beverage carts also help raise the festive mood as 
well as additional funds. 
 

Polar Bear Plunge 
The polar bear plunge fundraiser is where participants volunteer to jump into an iced over 
lake or other obviously freezing body of water. This type of fundraiser isn’t limited to those 
near icy lakes or ponds. You can create your own “polar pool” by filling a swimming pool 
with large quantities of ice. 
This event is great because there really is no limit to the number of people that can 
participate.  
 



Having more people participate does not add on to the overall cost of the event. Making this 
into a competition with different categories also can draw more people to participate. 
 
Once a date is set for th event, start marketing it as soon as you can. Start by sending 
letters to local businesses, schools and groups. Encourage participants to apply in teams. 
The more people that they have on their team, the more money they will be able to raise. 
You should also try to encourage individual participants to enter. To encourage people to 
raise as much money as they can, have prizes for both the team and the individual who 
raise the most money. 
 
Each participant  of this event should do their best to gather “sponsors”. Typically, once 
they hear of the cause of the event, and the means of the fundraising (jumping into icy cold 
water), they would be more inclined to donate. If you want, you can also set rules where 
participants have to either be submerged neck deep or all the way inside the water in order 
to “qualify.” 
 
If possible, you should also charge each team or individual an entry fee. You can explain 
that the proceeds of the fee will go to the fundraiser itself, as well as in buying supplies to 
make the event possible. 
 
To make extra fundraising money, you can set up mini hot chocolate or coffee carts. 
 

Breakfast Fundraiser 
A pancake breakfast fundraiser is relatively simple.  All participants pay a flat entrance fee 
for an all-you-can-eat breakfast, which usually includes pancakes, eggs and sausage, coffee 
and juice, etc. 
 
Make sure you factor in the cost of equipment, supplies, rental fees and food before setting 
the price for tickets to make sure you end up making a profit. 
 
Breakfast is one of the easiest meals you can prepare for a large group as everything can be 
cooked quite easily.  Be sure to have someone that has cooked pancaked before to get 
them cooked just the right way! 
 
The more creative you are with the meal, the more attention it would draw. Some tips are 
to have multiple pancake toppings, or have pancakes cooked with bananas and nuts. 
 

Cakewalk Fundraiser 
The cakewalk fundraiser is a great fundraiser that allows the entire group to participate. It is 
also very fun and a relatively inexpensive way to raise money. 
 
Ask several people to bring a cake to the event. Place the cakes along a table and a number 
next to each cake. For each cake, place a corresponding number into a container. 
 
Start of the round: Participants can then buy tickets ($0.50 ~ $2.00) which will then be 
placed inside a box. The winner of the round will then draw a number from the cake jar and 
win that corresponding cake. 
 
At the start of the next round, participant will then buy and purchase more tickets. 
Participants can purchase as many tickets as they wish. 
 



Variation to the game 
You can allow winners of the round to pick the cake of their choice, instead of merely 
picking a cake at random. 
 

Date Auction 
A date auction fundraiser is a fun fundraiser that most large organizations can throw with 
relative ease and very little set up. 
 
Have members of your organization offer to auction themselves off to the audience 
members. The more volunteers you have, the more “selection” your donors will have, which 
would in turn bring in more money. 
 
What you decide to auction off is completely up to the group. Some popular auction terms 
include a lunch date, or the offer to cook or bake brownies together, or to go out and run 
errands together. 
 
At the day of the event, have one or two members (guy and girl) DJ the event, talking 
about the pros and benefits of going on a date with each volunteer. The DJ(s) would also be 
in charge of taking note of the bid information. 
 
After all volunteers have been auctioned off, you can have the bid winners and the 
volunteers meet to discuss the specifics of when and where to meet. 
 

 

 


